The ultimate
history man

The flag’s
lessons

The story of our National Flag is one of
idealism and possibility and we should
honour those ideals, says Mary Keane,
President of the National Association of
Principals and Deputy Principals (NAPD)

Thomas Meagher’s life is an adventure rich
in learning and lessons in citizenship says
Conor Reale, Oireachtas Education Officer

O

ne of the key elements of the new
junior cycle history specification
is the need for history students to
develop a historical consciousness
and regard for the motivations and actions
of people in the past in the context of their
time.
The Junior Certificate syllabus likewise
encourages students to develop an interest
and enthusiasm for history and a value
of their heritage from the past’ while also
‘recognising the importance of education for
citizenship’.
The life of Thomas Francis Meagher
provides ample opportunity for teachers
and students alike to appreciate the efforts
of Meagher to shape the political landscape
not just in Ireland but across the Atlantic
in the United States of America, when civil
war erupted over one of the most basic of
human rights: freedom from slavery.
Meagher believed that ‘a strong people
can alone build up a great nation’ so for
him taking up arms to repudiate slavery or
attempting to unite all Irish people through
a flag representative of both political and
religious traditions on our island were not
onerous tasks but were what he considered
to be his duty.
Students who are studying the Junior
Certificate course should acquire
information and develop understanding
of the way in which individuals and
institutions influence and are influenced by
the sequence of events in time.
Meagher’s early career as a member of the
Repeal Association was marked by orations
which drew large crowds and excerpts of
these speeches would be a useful primary
source in attempting to understand the
feelings of those in Ireland who sought to
overturn the Act of Union.

Taking up arms to
repudiate slavery
or attempting to
unite all Irish people
through a flag
representative of
both political and
religious traditions
on our island, were
not onerous tasks
Accessing, understanding and
appreciating these speeches is a key
historical skill.
His association with the Young Ireland
movement and attempted rebellion in 1848
should also be looked at in its historical
context as this incident is often overlooked.
But it should be viewed as developing the
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Conor Reale, Oireachtas Education Officer
procedural values of the historian as they
ensure that the narrative is consistent with
the evidence: why did this event happen?
How did it impact not just on Meagher but
on the nature of political discourse and
direction in mid 19th century Ireland?
From September 2018, the new junior
cycle history specification will be rolled out
to first years’ and again the life and work
of TF Meagher provides rich opportunities
for teachers and students to engage with
history as a discipline.
Work could be divided into four units
each of which addresses specific learning
outcomes from the history specification.
For example a unit looking at the role of
the national flag throughout Irish history
and the influence of the diaspora covers
many of the learning outcomes from
strand one of the specification: the Nature
of History. Looking at the events of 1848
addresses outcomes 2.3 and 2.7 where
students recognise key changes and explore
people, culture and ideas in relation to the
history of Ireland.
An examination of the contribution
Meagher made to the fledgling state
of Montana covers aspects of active
citizenship while also encouraging students
to investigate a repository of historical
evidence such as the legislature in Montana
through a virtual fieldtrip and compare the
political structures of Montana and Ireland.
The life of Thomas Francis Meagher
reads like an adventure from the annals of a
modern day story teller.
The threads of this rich tapestry bind
disparate locations from Ballingarry in
Tipperary to Montana in the United States
of America via Van Diemens Land, set
against a backdrop coloured by the bloody
Civil war battlefields of Antietam and
Fredericksburg.
For anyone with even a passing interest in
history this supplement provides an insight
into the life and legacy of TF Meagher
but for students and teachers of history it
will illuminate and inspire as the scale of
Meagher’s impact is uncovered.

Learning: students with Senator Mark Daly,
Niall O’Callaghan from Shannon Heritage and
Aline Fitzgerald from GPO Witness History.

Junior Cycle
reimagined

S

tudying History is all about studying
change, teaching and learning in Junior
Cycle is about to change. Junior Cycle
Reform will allow for new ways of
learning about History and a broader range of
historical skills to be assessed.
The study of History at Junior Cycle will
enable students to see the relevance of the
past in the modern world and to engage more
meaningfully in current local, national and
international issues. Students will learn about
interesting human experiences in the past and
how they have impacted on and shaped the
world we live in today.
The new History course follows a subject
Specification which has a greater focus on
developing skills needed for life beyond
the classroom and teachers will encourage
students’ enjoyment of History as they follow
three strands of learning: Strand 1: The Nature
of History, Strand 2: The History of Ireland
and Strand 3: The History of Europe and the
wider world. Strand 1 focuses on History as a
discipline.

It helps to develop historical skills and will
focus on developing students as historians.
It will also further their historical knowledge
by introducing them to interesting historical
topics and time periods and providing
students with a ‘big picture’ vision of the
past. Strands 2 and 3 enable students to
engage with these skills through the study of
historical personalities, issues and events from
both Ireland and the wider world.
Some of the new areas all students will be
learning about will be:
n the consideration of contentious or
controversial historical issues;
n the appreciation of their cultural
inheritance;
n the development of historical judgements
based on evidence;
n the investigation of a museum, library,
heritage centre, digital or other archive or
exhibition;
n the identification of the causes, course
and consequences of the Northern Ireland
Troubles;
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n debating the idea that the 1960s was an
important decade on the island of Ireland
and in the wider world;
n the evaluation of the impact of conquest
and colonisation on people;
n the exploration of the significance of
genocide, and of the Holocaust and
the exploration of the contribution of
technology and innovation to historical
change.
For the full text of the Junior Cycle History
Specification, please visit
www.curriculumonline.ie.

n the examination of the significance of the
Irish Diaspora;
n the explanation of how the experience of
women in Irish society changed during the
twentieth century;
n making connections between local or family
history and national and international
events;
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Students will complete one Classroom
Based Assessment (CBA) ‘The Past in my Place’
towards the end of second year and another
CBA ‘A Life in Time’ in the second term of
third year. Once the second CBA is completed,
students will complete a written Assessment
Task (AT). This will focus on what they have
learned and the skills they have developed
during CBA 2. This Task is undertaken in
normal class time and will be sent to the

he success of the Thomas F. Meagher
Foundation in promoting pride in and
respect for the national flag has been
remarkable. What makes us what we
are? What sets us apart as a nation? One of
the key aspects of our culture in the past has
been the Irish welcome – the “I’ll put the
kettle on” moment to make people feel at
home. In the days of the Celtic Tiger Ireland
played host to thousands of individuals and
families who were keen to make their future
by settling in Ireland. National and local
media widely cover citizenship ceremonies
and the excitement on the day is palpable.
People expressing their thanks to the people
for making them feel at home, for the kindness
they’ve been shown, for the welcome they’ve
received. Newcomers to our shores who are
resilient, confident in the future that Ireland
offers and willing to work to make the country
greater and thus improve our and their quality
of life..
Thomas Meagher packed so much into
his short life, a life characterised by idealism
and possibility. Today many of our school
pupils participate in school visits overseas.
Such is the ease of air transport now that we
take it in our stride. When Thomas Francis
Meagher visited Paris in 1848 to study the
consequences of the French Revolution, he
was there following considerable upheaval
and revolution throughout Europe. Although he
was inspired by the clamour for liberté, egalité
and fraternité his vision was to try to achieve
this through peaceful means – hence his view
of the flag as a symbol of peace. This idealism
and possibility is mirrored in our young people
and newcomers. Unfortunately in many
countries throughout Europe newcomers don’t
feel welcomed and accepted. There can be
an ugly racist commentary from right wing
elements anxious to promote what we have
we hold, you have no right to take our jobs,
our homes, our welfare, we’re not sharing
and we’re certainly not for turning because
you’re not welcome here. This attitude is
self-destructing for any society and has led to
a massive investment by the European Union

State Exams Commission (SEC) for marking.
The Assessment Task will account for 10%
of the overall mark in the final examination.
Students will sit a final History examination
in Third Year. The exam will consist of one
examination paper of two hours’ duration at
a common level. It will be set and marked by
the SEC And reported on in the students’ JCPA
(Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement) along
with the CBAs.
The Thomas Francis Meagher Foundation
and the Parliamentary Education Officer have
created some very supportive suggestions
for teachers on the potential to align the
foundations resources to complement the
Learning Outcomes of the Junior Cycle
History Specification. The significance of the
Irish Diaspora and the inclusion of the need
to appreciate why historical personalities,
events and issues are commemorated, are two
obvious complementary connections. The
Junior Cycle History Specification provides
teachers and students with new and deeper
opportunities also to link our local, national

Mary Keane, President of the National
Association of Principals and Deputy
Principals (NAPD)
in programmes to encourage active citizenship
and participation in events to promote labour
activation measures among young people
who feel disillusioned and disenfranchised.
These programmes are designed to encourage
a sense of belonging and develop a sense of
community, particularly a sense of a wider
community with cooperation and collaboration
at its heart. We have that in Ireland where our
schools play an important role in promoting
active citizenship through Civic Social &
Political Education (CSPE) at Junior Cycle and
the new subject Politics and Society at Senior
Cycle.
The GPO is one of the greatest symbols
of our nation. The opening of the Irish flag
exhibition at the GPO Witness History visitor
centre is an endorsement of the ideals of
Thomas Frances Meagher to promote peace
and reconciliation but we must never take
them for granted. As a society we need to
teach them, to explore them and to live them.

and international history and the work of
the Thomas Francis Meagher Foundation is
a welcome development, as Cicero wrote: “To
be ignorant of what occurred before you were
born is to remain always a child. For what is
the worth of human life, unless it is woven
into the life of our ancestors by the records of
history?”
You can get more information on our work
at www.jct.ie, our website aims to support
schools in their implementation of the
Framework for Junior Cycle and provides
information for teachers and general
information on the new Junior Cycle. There is
a History specific section on this website.
The National Council for Curriculum
and Assessment (NCCA) website www.
curriculumonline.ie is where you will find
key documents such as the specification for
History.

You can contact us by email: History@jct.ie and
you can follow us on Twitter @jcthistory.
The JCT History Team
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