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Peace, unity

and

inelusivity in 2018

In an uncertain world,

the meaning and

place of our nationl flag is more important
than ever, says Rev Michael Cavanagh

of Thomas Francis Meagher

raising the Irish Tricolour for
the first time. 2016 saw the centenary of the
Rising, in which the GPD building played an
iconic role. These were two chapters inthe
story of our Nation that need to be placedin a
broader context than that of individual events
These were the culmination of a struggle for
freedom that has evolved over centuries, with
a personal and collective cost that must not be
forgotten

The joint significance of those two events
makes it impartant to understand their
combined lesson. and is therefore appropriate
that the BP0 Witness History visitor centre.
chould be the site of tha first aver permanent
exhibition an the history and meaning of the
Irish Tricolour

Meagher spoke of his hope for the flag: “The
white in the centre signifies a lasting truce
between the ‘Orange’ and the 'Green’, and I
trust that beneath its folds the hands of the
Irish Protestant and the Irish Catholic may be
claspedin generous and hersic brotherhood”.

The 1816 Proclamation echoes this hope:
“The Republic guarantees religious and civil
liberty, equal rights and aqual oppartunities
toall its citizens. and declares its resolve to
pursue the happiness and prosperity of the
whole nation and of all its parts. cherishing all
af the children of the nafion equally”

The national sovereignty we now enjay has
been made possible through all thase wha
have gone before. We live today in common
cause and individual freedam - freedom of
speech, freedom of belief and importantly,
freedom to disagree. But we do not Live - and
have no mandate to live — with licence to allow

) Today is the 170th anniversary

2 THE PEOPLES FLAG

our disagreements to foster discrimination or
propagate sectarian division. These debase
and mock what has been so dearly won.

For the past five years, the Thomas F.
Meagher Foundation has been warking to
promote the understanding of the significance
of the flag's message of peace, unity and
inclusivity for all Lrish people both at home
and sbroad, especially in this time of much
uncertsinty and potential division throughout
the world. In 2018, the Foundation is working
with the Department of Education to make
this year's Irish Independent supplement
a teaching aid specifically aimed at the new
junior cert cycle. Additionally. we are once
again providing flag pins for schools to sell
on16th March toraise funds for charities
or projects of their choice, and we are again
supporting the Thomas F, Meagher Foundation
awards and scholarship programme which
recognises students who have actively
promoted pride in, and respect for. the
mesaning and message of the Flag.

We of the Foundation believe is it incumbent
onall involved in education to work to ensure
that the nation's young people are aware of
their role and place in a 21st-century Ireland
— & country rich in heritage, looking to the
future with confidence as the "New Irish’, with
all their energies and diversities, putting the
symbolism of the flag into reality in lives of
action, word and song, From wheresoever
they come, and wherever they go, they do so
together under the Breen, Orange and White of
the Tricolour. And those colours must never be
allowed to fade

The author is chair of the Thomas F. Meogher
Foundation
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Working with

schools to
unloek history

We need to give students exciting new ways

to understand our past,

meaning for the future,

t is & great honour to to be writing
the intreduction of this, the fourth
supplement by the Thomas F. Meagher
Foundation in conjunction with the Irish

Independent, and possibly the most important

publication to date.

Education is of course a central theme

of the work of the Thomas F. Meagher

Foundation and this year’s publication is

particularly important s we have worked

with the Junior Certificate History team

who are creating the new Junior Certificate

history programme which will be rolled out in

September this year. The Oireachtas education

unit has alsa been hugely helpful in compiling

information for this year's publication.

With this supplement we hope to provide

information that is of use and benefit to

students and history teachers in the classroom
for years to come.

The Thomas F. Meagher Foundation was
eo-founded by Church of Ireland Reverend

so they understand its
says Senator Mark Daly

Michael Cavanagh and I, in 2013. We started
with the simple idea that every school should
be given a tricolour flag and that the new
generation should learn the true meaning of
the flag, peace between communities on this
Island.

This year, the 170th anniversary of the first
flying of the Tricolour, was marked with the
official opening by An Ceann Comhairle of
Diil Eireann Sean O'Fearghail TD of the first
ever permanent exhibition in the history of
the State about the Irish Flag, its meaning for
peace and its creator Thomas F. Meagher. We
at the Thomas F. Meagher Foundation were
delighted to work with the Shannon Heritage
team at GPO Witness History and An Post to
install this new exhibit .

The centrepiece of the new exhibition is an
enormous typographical replica of the opening
lines of the 1916 proclamation, in polished
black granite, with L'hc lines “summons her
children to her flag?
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Senator Mark Daly, ca-founder of the Thomas F.
Meagher Foundation which promotes pride in
and respect for the Irish Flag and its meaning
for Peace speaking to students, watched by
Niall 0°Callaghan from Shannon Heritage and
Aline Fitzgerald from GPO Witness History.

Mark Daly pictured with his mother Eilesn

The memorial also includes the quote of
the symbolism of the Irish flag as described by
Meagher when he flew the Tricolour in 1848,
“The White in the centre signifies a lasting
truce between the Orange and the Green, and
I trust that beneath its folds the hands of the
Irish Protestant and the Irish Catholic may be
clasped, in generous and heroic brotherhood”

T was deeply honoured to be the MC at the
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Senator Daly talking with Cacilinn 0'Brien whose great, great grand uncle Lisutenant Eoghan

OBriain, was.
T.D. Darragh O'Brien

dedication ceremony in the GPO. There are
rules on who is supposed to be welcome at
events such as this and in what order, but as
the event was in the GPO, the home of the 1916
rebellion, I slightly deviated from the rules by
welcoming my mother, Eileen, and apol

PO Garrison and station on the roof during Easter week. Cacilinn's dad is

of secand level schools to sell on the 16th of

March, the eve of St Patricks Day for project,

causes and charities of their choosing.

Students who are active citizens during Flag

Day” are eligible to enter the Kerry Group
and Awards This

again for being suspended from school! The
reason for the suspension was becausae I led
seven other friends onto the roof of Holy Cross
on Easter week 1891, on the 75th anniversary
af the 1916 Rising, to fly an 18-foot long Irish
flag that my granny had made. I am sure my
mother has now forgiven me for that act of
r!:bclllnn all those years ago.
ssage and the meaning of

thc ﬂag was largely Iost and forgotten. That

is why on this, the 170th Anniversary of the
ﬁm flying of the tricolour, it is important
that every new generation learns of the true
significance of the meaning of our Nation's
flag. It is even more important that they live
out Meagher's message of peace and unity,
and are also given the opportunity to make
this message relevant to their lives and their
generation.

That is why the we at the Thomas
F. Meagher Foundation work with
schoolchildren throughout Ireland to
encourage the young people of Ireland
irrespective of ethnicity, creed or gender to
work together under the Irish Tricolour and
Tive its message of peace and unity.

As well as giving the students the
information of the history and meaning of the
flag we are delighted that again this year that
hundreds of schools have signed up for ‘Flag
Day”.

Our patrons and supporters allow us to
give lapel pins free of charge to thousands

year’s entries can be submitted in the form of

a video, essay, poem, picture or artwork on the
theme of “What it is like to live in Ireland in
2018 and ‘What the flag represents to me on
this the 170th anniversary of the first flving of
the flag”

The National Flag belongs to every one of
us. It is one of the key symbols of the State
and as such is worthy of respect. Symbaols of
the nation are worthy of respect in and of
themselves but they are also worthy of respect
because of what they represent. Our flag is a
symbol of peace between communities on this
island and it is important that we all strive to
fulfil Meagher ideals.

The Thomas F. Meagher Foundation is
proud to have a wideranging and diverse
Honorary Advisory Board including US
Cangressman Joe Kennedy, nephew of
President John F Kennedy. who gave the battle
flag of Meagher’s Irish Brigade to the people of
Ireland in 1963, and Senator Edward Kennedy
who was presented with Meagher’s Battle
sword in 2008 when then Taoiseach Bertie
Ahern addressed the US Congress

Congressman Kennedy in a message to
the Foundation, encapsulates our message:
“Meagher well deserves his place in the
pantheon of Irish heroes. He deeply embraced
the right of men and women. And the truth
is that anyone who stands for racial equality
and justice is an honorary member of Thomas
Meagher's Irish Brigade”
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The ulti

history

Thomas Meagher's life
in learning and lessons
Conor Reale, Oireachta

ne of the key elements of the new

Jjunior cycle history specification

is the need for history students to

develop a historieal conscinusness
and regard for the motivations and actions
of people in the past in the context of their
time.

The Junior Certificate syllabus likewise
encourages students to develop an interest
and enthusiasm for history and a value
af their heritage from the psst while also
ing the i for

citizenship’

The life of Thomas Francis Meagher
provides ample opportunity for teachers
and students alike to appreciate the efforts
of Meagher to shape the political landscape
not jost in Ireland but across the Atlantic
in the United States of America, when civil
war erupted over one of the most basic of
human rights: freedom from slavery.

Meagher believed that ‘a strong people
can alone build up a great nation” so for
him taking up arms to repudiate slavery or
attempting to unite all Irish people through
a flag representative of both political and
religious traditions on our island were not
onerous tasks but were what he considered
to be his duty.

Students who are studying the Junior
Certificate course should acquire
information and develop understanding
of the way in which individuals and
institutions influence and are influenced by
the sequence of events in time.

s early career as a member of the
Repeal Association was marked by arations
which drew large crowds and excerpts of
these speeches would be a useful primary
source in attempting to understand the
feelings of those in Ireland who sought to
overturn the Act of Union.

Taking up arms to
repudiate slavery

or attempting to
unite allIrish people
throughaflag
representative of
both political and
religious traditions
onourisland, were
not onerous tasks

Arcessing, understanding and
appreciating these speeches is a key
historical skill.

His association with the Young Ireland
maovement and attempted rebellion in 1848
should also be looked at in its historical
context as this incident is often overlooked.

But it should be viewed as developing the

& THE PEOPLES FLAG
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is an adventure rich
in citizenship says
s Education Officer

Conor Reals, Oireachtas Education Officer

procedural values of the histarian as they
ensure that the narrative is consistent with
the evidence: why did this event happen?
How did it impact not just on Meagher hut
on the nature of political discourse and
direction in mid 19th century Ireland?

From September 2018, the new junior
cyele history specification will be rolled out
to first years’ and again the life and work
of TF Meagher provides rich opportunities
for teachers and students to engage with
history as a discipline.

Waork could be ded into four units
each of which addresses specific learning

from the history

For example a unit looking at the role of
the national flag throughout Irish history
and the influence of the diaspora covers
many of the learning outcomes from
strand one of the specification: the Nature
of History. Looking at the events of 1848
addresses outcomes 2.3 and 2.7 where
students recognise key changes and explore
people, culture and ideas in relation to the
history of Ireland.

examination of the contribution

Meagher made to the fledgling state
of Montana covers aspects of active
citizenship while also encouraging students
to investigate a repasitory of historical
evidence such as the legislature in Montana
through a virtual fieldtrip and compare the
political structures of Montana and Ireland.

The life of Thomas Francis Meagher
reads like an adventure from the annals of a
modern day story teller.

The threads of this rich tapesm'hmd
disparate locations from

Pt Wy

FOUNDAT

[oN

unior Cyecle
eimagined

tudying Histary is all sbout studying

change, teaching and learning in Junior

Cyle is about to change. Junior Cycle

Reform will allow for new ways of
learning about History and a broader range of
historical skills to be assessed.

The study of History at Junior Cydle will
enahle students to see the relevance of the
past in the modern world and to engage more
meaningfully in current local, national and
mu: rnational issues. Students will learn about

human experiences in the past and

Tipperary to Montana in the Urme:l Smes
of America via Van Diemens Land, set
against & backdrop coloured by the bloody
Civil war battlefields of Antietam and
ericksburg

For anyone with even a passing interest in
history this supplement provides an insight
into the life and legacy of TF Meagher
but for students and teachers of history it
will illuminate and inspire as the scale of
Meagher's impact is uncovered.

how they have impacted on and shaped the
world we live in today.

The new History course follows a subject
Sperification which has a greater focus on
developing skills needed for life beyond
the dlassroom and teachers will encourage
students’ enjoyment of History as they follow
three strands of learning: Strand 1: The Nature
of History, Strand 2: The History of Ireland
and Strand he History of Europe and the
wider world. Strand 1 focuses on History as a
discipline.

It helps to develop historical skills and will
focus on developing students as historians.

It will also further their historical knowledge

by introducing them to interesting historical

topics and time periods and providing
students with a "hig picture’ vision of the

past. Strands 2 and 3 enable students to

engage with these skills through the study of

historical personalities, issues and events from
hoth Ireland and the wider world.

Some of the new areas all students will be
learning about will be:

W the consideration of contentious or
controversial historical issues;

W the appreciation of their cultural
inheritance;

| the of historical judg
based on evidence;

W the investigation of & museum, libr:
heritage centre, digital or other arc
exhibition;

W the identification of the causes, course
and consequences of the Northern Ireland
Trouhles;

e 0T
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The flag’s
lessons

The story of our National Flag is one of
idealism and possibility and we should
honour those ideals, says Mary Keane,
President of the National Association of
Principals and Deputy Principals (NAPD)

with-Ser :t-:rMarlr Daly,
taghan from Shannon Heritage and
itzgerald from GPO Witness Histo

An tSraith Shoéisearach do Mhuinteoiri

JuniorCYCLE

for teachers

W debating the idea that the 1960s was an
important decade on the island of Ireland
and in the wider world;

W the evaluation of the impact of conquest.
and colonisation on people;

W the of the of

)

respect for the national flag has bean

remarkabile. What makes us what we
are? What sets us apart as a nation? One of
the key aspects of our culture inthe past has
been the Irish welcome — the *T'lLput the
kettle on” moment to make people fesl at
home. In the days of the Celfic Tiger Ireland
played host to thousands of individuals and
famities who were keen to make their future
by settling in Ireland. Mational and local
media widely cover citizenship ceremaonies.
and the excitement on the day is palpable.
People expressing their thanks to the people
for making them feel at home, for the kindness
they've been shown, for the welcome they've
received. Newcomers to our shores who are
resilient, confident in the future that Ireland
offers and willing to work to make the country
greater and thus improve our and their quality
oflife

Thomas Meagher packed sa muchiinto

his short life, a life characterised by idealism
and possibility. Today many of our school
pupils participate in school visits overseas.
Such is the ease of air transpart now that we
take itin our stride. When Thomas Francis
Meagher visited Paris in 1848 to study tha
consequences of the French Revalution, he
was there following considerable upheaval
and revolution throughout Europe. Although he
was inspired by the clamour for liberté, egalité
and fraternité his vision was to try to achieve
this through peaceful means — hence his view
of the flag as a symbol of peace. This idealism
and possibility is mirrored in our young people
and newocomers. Undortunataly in many
countries throughout Europe newcomers don't
feel welcomed and accepted. There can be
an ugly recist commentary from right wing
elements anxious to promote what we have
‘we hold. you have no right to take our jobs,
our homes, our welfare, we're not sharing
and we're certainly not for turning because
you're not welcome here. This attitude is
self-destructing for any society and has led to
‘amassive investment by the Eusropean Linion

he success of the Thomas F. Meagher
| Foundation in promating pridein and

Mary Keane, President of the National
Association of Principals and Deputy
Principals (NAPD)

in programmes to encourage active citizenship
and participation in events to promate labour
activation measures among young people
who feel disillusioned and disenfranchised.
These pi igned to
i e puasng
community, particularly a sense of a wider
community with cooperation and collaboration
atits heart. We have that in Ireland where our
schools play an important role in promating
active citizenship through Civic Social &
Political Education (CSPE] at Junior Cycle and
the new subject Politics and Society at Senior
Cycle.

The GPO is one of the greatest symbols
of our nation. The opening of the Irish flag
exhibition at the GPO Witness History visitor
centre is an endorsement of the ideals of
Thomas Frances Meagher to promote peace
and reconciliation but we must never take
them for granted. As a society we need to
teach them, to explore them and to Live them.

State Exams Commission (SEC) for marking.
The Assessment Task will account for 10%
of the overall mark in the final examination.
Students will =it a final History examination
in Third Year. The exam will consist of one
paper of two hours’ duration at

genocide, and of the Holocaust and
the exploration of the contribution of
technology and innovation to historical
change.
For the full text of the Junior Cycle History
Specification, please visit
www.curriculumontine.ie.

Students will complete one Classroom

Based Assessment (CBA) "The Past in my Place’

towards the end of second year and another
CBA'A Life in Time’ in the Wucmd term uf
third year. Once the second CEA is

W the examination of the significance of the
Irish Diaspora;
M the explanation of how the experience of

a common level. It will be set and marked by
the SEC And reported on in the students’ JCPA
{Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement) along
with the CEAs

The Thomas Francis Meagher Foundation
and the Parliamentary Education Officer have
cTeated SOME VETY SUPPOrtive SUEEestions
for teachers on the potential to align the
foundations resources to complement the
Learning Outromes of (hr Junior Cycle
History of the

and international history and the work of

the Thomas Francis Meagher Foundation is

a welcome development, as Cicero wrote: "To
be ignorant of what eccurred before you were
born is to remain always a child. For what is
the worth of human life, unless it is woven
into the life of our ancestors by the records of
history?”

You can get more information on our work
at www jet ie, our website aims to suppart
schools in their implementation of the
Framewaork for Junior Cycle and provides

information for teachers and general
information on the new Junior Cycle. There is
& History specific section on this website.

The National Council for Curriculum
and A ({NCCA) website waw.

Irmh Diaspora :md l'hc lm.]us]can of |hL‘ - need
y historical per:

curriculumonline e is where you will m]ﬁl
key such as the for

women in Irish society changed during the
twentieth century;

B making connections between local or family
history and national and international
events;

students will complete a written Assessment
Task {AT}). This will focus on what they have
learned and the skills they have developed
during CBA 2. This Task is undertaken in
normal class time and will be sent ta the

T March 2018 | irish Independent

t\cm_: and issues are commemaorated, are two
obvious complementary connections. The
Junior Cycle History Specification provides
teachers and students with new and deeper
opportunities also to link our Iocal, national

Histary.

You can contact us by em
you can follow us on Ti
The JCT Histary Team
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The story of our flag
offers us a treasure
trove of classroom
content, writes Deirdre
MacMathdna

‘IRISHMEN AND !RFHI[(J\H"\' In the name

for her freedom.” (1)

The opening lines of the Proclamation of
the Irish Republic was a state: by the
insurgents of the 1916 Rising asserting their
ErEignty.
['hc ﬂag Was s a uuif\inf 5¥1 m'bc\l

The history and eSS
legacy of the
Irish flag

Ceann Comhairle Sean 0'Fearghail TD presents a Tricolour that had flown from 33 The Mall in Waterford to the Defence Forces who raise and lower
the Tricolour over Leinster House every day the Dail is in sitting. Alsa in the photo s, far left, Alan Ruane (Head of Facilities at Leinster Hause ) Colm
0'Rourke (Head Usher at Leinster House) and Senator Mark Daly

It was intended that
it would be a symbol
of peace and unity.
But the study of Irish
history has shown
that, for some, it
became a symbol for
violence and disunity.

8 THE PEOPLI
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Island of Ireland. It was intended that it
would be a symbol of peace and unity. But
ttu. wlud\ of Irish history has shown that. for
became a symbol for violence and
d]%Lml\ Therefore, the study of the history
and legacy of the Irish flag and Thomas F.
Meagher who presented it to the Irish people
in 1848 provides an opportunity for students
to explore and forge links to the Republican
Tradition of thelfth century right through to
the present day: Teachers can avail of a wide
variety of sources that have become available
thanks to the vast array of projects and
events that have come sbout in this Decade
\h'mncn noTations . \‘rmhm"\\lth ('um.m('

5 wing people, issutf
and events in their histor

The story of the Irish fl.
narrative of a sequence of events

3 | Irish Independent

b

LC The History of ionary
leemerlls 1?98 1916
Students can be introduced to the origins of
the physical force movement in Irish history
from the United Irishmen of 1798, to the rise
ol n and the Young Irelanders in
nians 7 and right up to the
IRE and the 1916 Rising in 20th century.
Students can be guided through the
sequence of events that preceded Thomas
Meagher and influenced him in hi
to become & member of the Young I
Movement. They will be given the sl
to contextualize his actions and trace the
emergence of the flag as a national symbal
that has resonated through time and
subsequently became a centerpiece of the
formal address of President John .F Kennedy
to the combined Houses of the Oireachtas in
1968,

2. ‘I'Ile\lm;ul:nlarycf History
Like all academic subjects, there is a specific
vocabulary associated with the discipline of
History. Teachers will be able to explore key
concepts and phrases such as Primary mu
Secondary sources; objective and sul :
Bias;Prejudice; Propaganda; Republicanism;
MNationalism. As a result, students will be
engaging in the skills of the historian in an

Evaluate-Examine- Explore-Identify
Miustrate-Investigate. By working with
it a diary, a newspaper or a
painting. students will be introduced to the
job of the historian including how he/she finds
evidence to form historical judgments.

3. Key Personalities
a5 F. Meagher was described by Arthur

Chi
handsame, he
public

ent and
fection and

quent, generous,
inspired person,
Tust.'(2)

And on his political speeches Griffith said the
following

‘They are the authentic and
Irish Nationalism! {3}

aquent voice of

A special study eould focus on the life and
times of Thomas F. Meagher who was a lawyer,
rebel, soldier, writer, journalist and politician
and whose life embraced three continents
{Europe, Australia and America) allin the

 of 44 years.

I ould be approached by the study
of the lifo and times of sther famons people in
History from Waolfe Tone in the 18th century

up to Patrick Pearse in the 20th The journey of
the flag in Irish history touches upon the
of Charles Gavan Duffy, Jeremiah O0'Donovan
Ra: sa_(_oumcw Markievicz and Terence Mac
ne but a few.

Ldfnt: cul]L also be encouraged

to research a local history project by

igating key figures in their own area
who were connected with the revolutionary
movement.

4. Links

A study of the life of Thomas F. Meagher
would include his role in the [ i'h Bnudc in
the American Civil War in 18
could forge a link over time with mc ¥
JFK to Ireland a hundred years later when
he celebrated the significance of Meagher.
the role of the Irish in that civil war and
emphasised the huge emotional connection
that links the Irish to America which was
embodied in the Irish flag.

5.The Flag - A Reflection
iz the most sacved thing a
nation can possess...” Discuss.

The Scoilnet website has an excellent
presentation by Dr. Pat Callan on the origins
of the flag. It also expl
protocols associated with this symbol
of nationhood. An appreciatic
protocols will provide studen
np]mm..ml\ to reflect on its history, its
lism and its role in our 215

e puh]l( The recent commemorative
ceremonies of the 1916 Rising in schools
all over [rt']and allowed students and

unifying experien
the r‘Jaz alsohasa I||=uJ ¥ nfc v
hulnrl.m Eamon Phoenix has o

shared history,
President of [reland, Mary Mc Aleese also
ubserved that:

ail r'au‘rmil.x are respected and reconciled.

The controversy surrounding the flying of
flags over Stormont in the 215t century is
tent example of the divisive nature of
ional symbols.
There has also been a renaissance of the
display of the flag at sporting venues, concerts
and other social events. Reflections on the
flag will provoke stadents into re-examining
their past, their own concept of identity and to
o awareness of the diversity of people that
attach themselves to the flag and its vision.

L The Proc
2. Art

Meagher's Irish Brigade Flag of the 6gth Regiment
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Lesson section ifications and gi Time Allocated

The student values local, national and international heritage, understands the importance of
the relationship between past and current events and the forces that drive change.

The student understands the origins and impact of social, economic and environmental
aspects of the world around him/her.

Initial Stimulus Material What does the colour of your country's flag look like? How many flags can you list in your 10 minutes
notebook.

Ask students to explain symbolism to their nearest classmate and what flag colours
represent.

Class discussion about the 1916 centenary and flag ceremonies, https://www.scoilnet.ief
irishflag/post-primary,/stories/stories/osullivans-role-in-raising-the-tricolour/
Literacy: What does centenary mean? Define.

Learning Outcomes: Numeracy: Inwhat years were the 18th and 19th century? In pairs, students list five facts 20 minutes
Time concepts, Social change and about life in 19th century Ireland. Elicit and discuss. Compare how Ireland has changed
explaining the French Revolution. since.

Direct Teacher Instruction: the teacher explains that the Irish flag was inspired by the flag
of the French Revolution. Discussion: what do you know about the French Revolution? Song:
Histary Teachers (Youtube).

Students write down four facts from the song.

MA ke o oAl a Their I Difterentiation of student ability Students time each other to see who can speak for longer about flags with stronger students 10 minutes
ations do not dic ina ay. i lives are speaking for two minutes and leading the activity while struggling students speak for one
Assessment plenary/student self- minute.

reckoned by jwcmhmw. and Hm, encompass e e ey

comturics. Ther vitality is inextinguishable. In pairs, students self-assess their learning via a paragraph in the copy, recalling what they
ot < 1 ‘1 can about the connection between the Irish and French flags and the symbolism within them.

Their sufferings are sometimes termible, but
Home learning: students write a 10-line paragraph from online sources on their favourite, and
most influential Irish revolutionary, mentioning whether the source is a primary or secondary

‘Hnnj survive the deadlicst Flﬂ@uw. the red . .

inundation of the battie-ficld, the storms ;;Ehl:;ecv:ﬁliieztiudentsachnlce of four: Wolfe Tone, Thomas Meagher or Eamon De Valera/
which h*w'nc- towers and pv}mnuda. the fire
in which millionzs of wealth 1s melted down,
the earthquake which oﬂqulﬁ cities and
burics a whole or‘h; n rng inmstinﬁuishnb'ls

These three lessons (see following
pages). on the history of the Irish

xpu'l:hrt- =they have been known to survive flag are intended to be taught
; £ over three 40-minute lessons
all. Ervece hae w0 ouwtlived hor ruine and woes or extended one-hour lessons.
2 Teaching has undergone significant
H’altj has so owklived her df-ﬂl,mu-raul.] and her changesgmrecenty'ears.wﬁ:hall
. ¢ 2 v teachers now being responsible
despotisms. Thus tvo, shall Ireland swrvive o et B e OTT)
= fe i g -3 1 5 g and providing adjusted Llessons for
all her sufferings, her TN, Ar d disasters S el
and rear one day an ‘Arch of Tr-iun\rﬂ'l hi,]h needs. As there will now only be one
i 3 commaon Level exam paper for all
above the wreek and wilderness of the ',m.:'t non-core subjects, differentiation

by level has been included. History
contains many of the learning
outcomes required by the new junior
cycle specifications and remains a

Thie is wmy sincere Faith . 11 s this which
dates me ar thig moement —ifis thie which

in wuy weary exile will make metorgetr my ’ wise choice for ambitious students
L y -~ 2 at senior cycle with avery high
solitude, ‘F(‘r-i‘]s'r ] Pl‘\l\'pﬂ'ion.", ﬁ.’r’rjg’f al v > proportion of Hls in comparison
. - s " to other choice subjects, at almost
the happimessd | have sacrificed, and change double the rate of English. Tna

world of fake news, the ability to
identify propaganda and analyse
sources is not only a much-needed
skill for third-level, but for life.

what would otherwise be o weary balldﬁhjl
into A tramquil happy Aream.”

-3 A 8 By Joon Morrissey BA., C.EL.T,
Thomas Francis tumﬁmr Jul j, 1849 6D T Y\ MA,PGDE,PGSEN.

= s =
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Lesson 2: People in History: Thomas Meagher and other Irish Revolutionaries

Lesson section Specifications and i fologi Time Allocated

S0L 24: The student uses technology and digital media tools to learn, communicate, work and
think collaboratively and creatively in a responsible and ethical manner.

Initial Stimulus Material Project images of Irish revolutionaries on the whiteboard. To differentiate, ask stronger 10 minutes
students to name the historical figures and the weaker students to match their faces to a list
of names.

People in history Literacy: Distribute a handout on Thomas Meagher (http://tfmfoundation.ie/about/thomas- 20 minutes

f-meagher/44-meaghers-life) Students select the most important four words from each
sentence and compare their answers. Ask students if this is a primary or secondary source?
Would it be found in an archive or museum? Explain.

Class discussion: How do you think the Irish Famine would have created an anti-British bias?
How do they think the Irish were treated abroad? Source: The Story of Ireland (Youtube)
Famine 13:45 — 23:30: Irishin New York 25:45 — 27:14; 27:50 Thomas Meagher image.

Explain how Meagher introduced the flag to Waterford and rebelled against the British.
Students explain the differences between nationalism and republicanism. Ask students to
name any others who were also sentenced to death for fighting against the British for Ireland,
.0 Wolfe Tone. Padraig Pearse. and Eamann de Valera.

Homework: Students explain on a PowerPoint slide which Irish figure they think had the
greatest influence.

Student assessment on leaming Home research: Go to https:/fwww.scoilnet iefirishflag/post-primary/stories/stories/ 10 minutes
osullivans-role-in-raising-the-tricolour/ and discuss the importance of the fiag in 1916. Then
complete the “In your opinion’ section. Then go to https://www.scoilnet.iefirishflag/post-
primary/stories/stories/eamon-bulfin-on-the-green-bannerette/ Read this and then go to
hitp//www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0120.pdf and compile alist of
buildings where the tricolour was flown. The War of Independence: Direct students to https://
www.scoilnet.ie/firishflag/post-primary/stories/stories/terence-macswiney-honouring-the-
flag/ Complete the 'In Your Opinion’ questions.

Plenary Students create timelines to show understanding of chronology and the ‘big picture’ of dates
including: 1798 United Irishmen, 1845 The Irish Famine, 1848 The Young Irelanders, 1916.

r POBLACHT NA H EIREANN.
THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT

IRISH REPUBLIC
70 THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND.

IRISHMEN AND IRISHWOMEN : Ia the name of God and of the dead generations
from which'she receives har old Tradition of nalienhoed, Ifefand, through us, sammons.
her childeon 10 her flag and strikes for her .

Kaving erganised apd irsized ber masheed through her secret revelstionary
erganization, the Irish Bepoblican Bretherhood, and through hér open
organisations, the Irish Veluntcers and the Irish Cilizen hreay, kifving patiently
perfected hi discipline, having resolutsty rmcl for the right momerl 1 reveal
ll.ulf #he Bow seizes that memant. and. supported by ber oxiled children ia Amariea

and by gallant allies in Earope, but relylng in the frst on bir owa strengih, she
‘earikes in mJ ‘confidence of victory.

We dectare the rhltlnhn paople of Ireland Lo the ownership of Ireland. ard ta
1he uslettered conirel of Irish destizies, to be sovereign and !-i- e The
usurpation cf that right by & foreign peopie and government bas por eniinguished the
right, mor can o ever b extinguished except by the lu:mun of the Irish people, I.u
every generation the Irish peaple have assarted their right to Bationa] freedom
mvllUll!l] six dnurlunlzlhmlhm hﬂldm‘l Fuars they have msserted ll]l

Standing on that fundameatal asserting it i arms in he face
al' the world, we hr&! DMNN the Ill.ﬂl mum as i swmln Indm&nmll.
efits

of s welfare, nl of its oulmm among the pati
'I'h- Irki Regublic is mmlnd bn.  aod }nebr claime, the' allsgiance of every
Irishman and fm. ibarty. aqusl
Tights lnd. tqu] mnﬂl.lm lumehhm. atd declares its v
the mﬁ L

and presperity of the whols Ration acd of all ils paris, char
the of the nation wl,. and eblivious of the dilfsrances carel
by analien governmast, which bave divided & minerity from mlmmﬂvllmp-h

Uatil ur arms bave Im;h\ the oppertune momact for the establishmenl
:punnul, Mational Goverament, repressntativeol the whele poopls of Lroland nd
lected by the sullrages of all her men and women, the Provisional Goversmeat, hereby
:Lmlnnl: will ndminister the civil and military afaits of the Regublic in trust for

Signed tn Bball ol the Provisral Qusrnmees,
THOMAS J, CLARKE.
DIARMADA,

SEAN Mac THOMAS Mu:DONAGE,
H. PEARSE. EANDNN CEABNT,
AMES CUMNOLL! JOSEPH PLUNKETT
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Lesson 3 h/American Interconnections

Lesson section ifications and gi Time Allocated

SOL 8: The student appreciates and respects how diverse values, beliefs and traditions have
contributed to the communities and culture in which he/she lives.

Initial Stimulus Material Literacy; prediction: Project Google Maps on the whiteboard and ask students to identify 10 minutes
Waterford, Tasmania & Montana on the map and what the link between these places could be.

Show students the picture of Meagher outside the legislature in Montana and explain that
he wrote an early version ot the constitution. Ask students do they know what the term
constitution means and then ask about the Irish constitution: show them this video on it
https://beta.cireachtas ie/en/visit-and-learn/teachers-and-students/cspe-videos/

Learning outcomes; The Irish Brigade and the American Civil War: ask students to define civil war. Students date 20 minutes
the Irish American links the Civil War in the timeline in their notebook.

Project an image of JFK and ask students to write his name on whiteboards (or laminated
white cardboard). Ask students why they think JFK visited Ireland.

Literacy; paired reading: Print JFK's speech and distribute [https://www.oireachtas.ie/viewdoc.

asp?DocID=21) Students identify whether it's a primary or secondary source, highlight key
information and summarise the article in 25 words.

Student assessment for leaming Key words revision: centenary, century, revolutionary, primary& secondary source, bias, 10 minutes
archive, museumn, symbolism, famine, nationalism, chronology and civil war.

In pairs, students take turns speaking for three minutes on the origins and inspirations for
the Irish flag, who first introduced in Waterford and why they were politically active and the
international connections that the flag and its creator forged.

Plenary True or False revision guiz.

Homework: revise using online sources https://www.symbaloo.com/home/mix/13eP74C8.R

True or False Revision Quiz (15 Questions)

True ar False Answer Key

The previous Irish flag was green with a harp. True

Thomas Meagher first flew the flag in 1916. False
Ttwas 1848

The Irish flag happened at the same time as the True

Irish famine.

Flying the flag indicated Ireland's independence True

from Britain.

The man who created the Irish flag was from Waterford. True

Thomas Meagher was an Irish rebel involved in the Young ~ True
TIreland rebellion of 1648.

Thomas Meagher was also involved in the True
American Civil War.

Meagher was also the governor of the state of Montana. True

Meagher was sentenced to the prison colony Van True
Dieman’s Land which is now Australia.

The orange colour in the flag symbolises Protestants. True
. White is the colour most symbolic of peace. True
L ®

e S Son p a:n & I lca e s B S
The green in the flag represents our farming heritage. False
n this lesson, we explore Ireland’s links with the United States Theflo & surnetinies valled the Tricoloun True

Thomas F Meagher Battle Sword presented
to Senator Ted Kennedy by Taviseach Bertie The Irish flag looks Like the Ivory Coast's flag in reverse. True

Ahernin 2008 assisted by Senator Mark Daly
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Governor of Montana Steve Bullock

FEOUN

Our debt to

We walk in the footsteps of giants like Thomas
F. Meagher, says Steve Bullock, the Governor
of Montana, in a special reflection

n Montana, we are very proud of our
strong Irish heritage, and the connection
we have with Ireland. Irish immigrated
to the Montana Territory as miners and

families. They built our towns, our railroads,

ran the shops and boarding houses, they were
our clergy and lived off the land as farmers
and ranchers. They created and staffed the
education system, which in torn gradusted

a new and educated generation of Irish-

Americans who would use their education

to move up the le iici:

to become our politicians

powerful presence in all our professions. The
pride is seen in their loyalty to one another
and in the proliferation of Irish societies
throughout Montana. The tie to Ireland

and Irish-American identity continues to he

evident throughout Montana with numerus

events and festivals across the state. The

University of Montana's Irish Studies program

has helped spark a growing interest in

Montanans to reconnect with the history and

traditions of their ancestors who came before

them

8 THE PEOPLESF

One-hundred and fifty years
death, Thomas Francis Meagher remains a
figure of intrigue and influence across the
globe. At first glance, Montana may seem
like an unlikely place for a statue of an Irish
revolutionary, but when you understand
Montana, Meagher's role in the development
of the state, and the Irish in Montana, his
legacy across the stateis clear. In 1865
President Andrew Johnson appointed
Meagher as the Secretary of the newly formed
Montana Territory, and soon after arriving,
he became the Acting Territorial Governor.
Forty years later in 1905, The Irish ch\lomana
dedicate
Helena of Thomas Francis Meagher horseback
with saber held high. ay it remains one of
the most prominent statues in Montana

This past summer Montana continued
the strong connection to Ireland with the
oelebration of the life and legacy of Meagher.
The Thomas Francis Meagher Association and
Friends of Irish Studies held the first annoal
MeagherFest on the state capitol grounds.
The goal was to educate people of the hero on

s, D

DATION

Remembering: MeagherFest17 in Helena, Montana,

an Irish hero ™

three continent
The festival k:

Thomas Francis Meagher.
rked off with a packed house
for Paul K. Wylie's play “Coroner’s Inquest into
the Death on [ul\' B67 of Thomas Francis
Meagher” a fitting tribute on the one-hundred
E of Meagher's death. The
s filled with traditional Irish music,
dance, lessons in the Irish language as well
as hurling demonstrations from three-time
National Champions our own University of
Montana Griz hurling team. Ome of the big

the state capitol grounds

highlights of the festival was the series of
lectures that were given on to
ﬂum the ongoing legacy of Thom
Meagher to what life in 'dnntana was like
during the 1860°

Ireland’s Deputy Ambassador to the US.
Michael Lonergan came out to our great
state to attend the festivities and see what
Montana had to offer. We were also joined
¥ Anne Cusack who runs the Granville Hotel
in Waterford City, the childhood home of

M

Irish Independent | 7 28

Meagher. Anne became known as Montana's
lost danghter thronghout the weekend.
Ireland’s own Senator Mark Daly made the
trip to Montana as well and [ was honored
when he presented me with an Irish Tricolour
flag that had been flown from the same place,
33 The Mall, that Meagher had first publicly
flown it in 1848, We greatly appreciated

them eoming to Montana and gained strong
friendships in continuing our bond between
Montana and Ireland and we look forward

to welcoming others from across the pond as
MeagherFest will be celebrated again on June
30, 2018.

fvery morning as T head into the office, I
look over to the statue of Meagher, his sword
aloft, standing in bold defiance in front of the
state capitol, and I'm reminded of the unique
ties - ties of biood, of kinship and family -
between Montana and Ireland. As we look to
the decades and centuries ahead, let us not
forget those who have come before us. They
left to find better opportunity and provide
better lives for their families in a place that
was affectionately called *»
walk in their footsteps, the footsteps of giants
who never stopped trying to make this a better
pla day we always be reminded of that and

strive to dc) t'ht same.

from our state eapitol every
Day. March s year marks the 170th
by of Mnchuar S i tiis flid
that has gone on to be a well-known symbol
of Ireland around the globe. Montana will be
celebrating with you this March as we again
host the tricalor up the flag pole here at our
state capital

T March 2018 | Irish Independent
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Montana's Thomas Francis Meagher Association, from left to right: Bob O'Bayle, Neal Lewing,
Mike O"Connor, Siobhan 0'Donnell, John Malia and Tom Pahut

Senator Mark Daly presents the Trish Tricolour, flown at 33 The Mall, in Waterford, to Montana Governor Steve Bullock
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The exhibition embodies
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Foundation, to promote The epicentre of the 1916 Easter Rising is the home of a new
pridein, and respect for, interactive learning experience, writes Ciaran Byrne
thelrishflag

iative, which saw the flag y o : ing the values of the flag
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FEOUN

All welcme: the visitor centre is open seven days a week

: three students.

The GPQO Witness
History visitor centre
in partnership with the
Thomas F. Meagher
Foundation is an
unmissable experience
for students and
teachers, says its
Education Manager
Ann-Marie Smith

E PEOPLES FLAG

with a touch screen at the centre

n the 23rd February 2018, the first
on

Do 1 sy ror

DATLON

- -

Experience: the wander of history at the GPO Witness History visitor centre

Witnessing Irish history

award is mc European prize for innov auvc

Ver pe

n the world o

e e
Irish Tricolour was launched by An
Ceann Comhairle, Sein O Fearghail at
the GP0 Witness History visitor centre_ It is
fitting that the centre was chosen as the venue
to house this new exhibition as it was at the
GPO on Easter Monday, 24th April 1916 that
the Irish Tricolour was flown for the first time
in Dublin. This act was not just a symbolic
gesture by the rebels; the significance of the
flag is evident in the Proclamation of the Irish
Republic which was read by Patrick Pearse at
the front of the GPO, shortly after the rebels
took over the building on that same day. The
Irish Proclamation called on *Ireland through
us, summaons her children to her flag and
strikes for freedom.”
The multi-award winning GPO Witness
Hislory visitor centre opened to the public
om March 20th 2016, Tt was the main flagship
project of the Ireland 2016 Centenary
Programme. GPO Witness History has
won many prominent awards including
Best Cultural Experience at the 2017 Irish
Tourism Awards (over 100,000 visitors) and
The Micheletti Award at the 2017 European
Museum Academy Awards. This prestigious

history, 1nci|mn' and science,
GPO Witness History is delighted to partner
with the Thomas F. \[L!ghcr Foundation on

vision that young people are at the heart of
our nation and should be encouraged to work
together in peace and unity.

GPO Witness History offers engaging and
educational tours to students of all ages.
E

this project as bath share the

visits are linked to the Primary

Educational visits are
linked to the Primary
SESE curriculum

and both the Junior
and Senior History
curricula.

SESE curriculum and both the Junior and
Senior History curricula. A school tour takes
students behind the historic fagade of the
GPO. An immersive movie allows students

to experience what it was like to be in the

GPO and Dublin during Easter Week 1916,

this most tumultuous time in Irish History.

As the visitor centre examines modern Irish
history up to the present day, students have
the opportunity to reflect on how the events of
the 1916 Easter Rising, War of Independence,
Irish Civil War and the “Troubles” have shaped
Ireland over the past 100 years.

Viewing the events of the 1916 Easter Rising
from different perspectives supports the
students in their development of historical
critical thinking. GPO Witness History places
particular emphasis on those who witnessed
the events of Easter Week; the rebels, crown

and it is their stories that are at the hl:drt of
the narrative. In addition, s the students

Irish Independent | 7 March 2019

Flying the flag: the GPO in 0'Connell Street

investigate the actions taken by these
witnesses they develop historical empathy
as they consider the context of the time the
witnesses lived in

Students are encouraged to think about the
canses and consequences of the 1016 Easter
Rising, War of Independence, Irish Civil
War and the *Troubles” and also to ask the
question “who owns history?” They are asked
to consider the “big picture” as historical
events are examined in terms of their overall
context; for example the 1916 Easter Rising is
examined in the context of World Wa

Stndents are asked to consider contentious
and controversial issues as they examine the
development of Northern Ireland and the
south of Ireland from 1920 to the present day.
The turbulent period of the 1960 to the 1990s

7 March 201 | Irish Independent
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known as the "Troubles” is examined as well
as the Peace Process which highlights that
everyone’s view should be respected and heard
in a dignified way, thus reinforcing the new
broader inclusive definition of Irishness. The
judges for the European Museum Academy
Awards acknowledged GPO Witness History
as a centre of peace and reconciliation
and said that 1t demonstrates how highly
controversial events can be interpreted in
ways that encourage social and political
cohesion and understanding.

roughout their visit, students take on the
role of historians as they examine the various
sources that are used to tell the narrative.
Students are encouraged to evaluate the
usefulness and limitations of the different
forms of evidence; sources include witness

Below: The exhibiton has many details from
the period and original artefacts; inset: & detail
trom the handling collection

statements, original artefacts, andio and
secondary sources. A handling collection
allows students to engage with various
artefacts to bring the perind to life.

After their guided tour, students will have
the opportunity to explore the exhibition
themselves and engage with activi such
45 using interactive maps to route military
dispatches from the GPO to St. Stephen’s
Green and to use Morse code to proclaim the
Irish Republic

For furtherinformationon CPC Mmess History

& Reservations
{@shannanheritoge.
com or telephone 01 872 1918

GPO Witness
History Visitor
Centre,
O'Connell St.,
Dublin 1

GPO Witness History is Located
, within the GPO building; the
headquarters of the past
office in Ireland as well as being an
enduring symbol of freedom and a place of
commemaration

Opened in 1818 [200 years ago this year}
it was the rebel headguarters of the 1916
Easter Rising.

This award winning experience focuses
on the Rising and the story of modern Irish
History up to the present time. History is
brought to life through electronic touch
screens, video, sudio visusl booths, sound
and authentic artefacts.

The visitor centre also features the first
ever permanent exhibition on the Irish Flag

ate the 170th i yof
the first flying of the Irish Tricolour. This
Esrhmmnn includes details on the history of
omas F. Meagher - who first flew
ltat 33 The Mall in Watarford in 1848 and
also information on the Thomas F. Meagher
Foundation.

Relax afterwards in the café and browse
the gift shop which is also open to the public.
This venue is also available for private
functions and events.

For Further Information and Bockings
contact 01 872 19168
www.gpowitnesshistoryie

Open Daily

Monday - Saturday 10:00 - 17:30
Sunday and Bank Holidays 1200 - 17:30
July & Augusl [Late Opening Thursday}

Lastadm\ssnnlh before clo:

Closed New Year's Day, St. Patrickst Day.
Easter Sunday & December 23rd - 26th
inclusive

(Opening times may be subject to change,
check our website)
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Congressman Joe Kennedy:

FOUN

Thomas Francis Meagher
deserves his place among
Ireland’s heroic pantheon

grew up in a family where we thought
of Ireland as the neighbouring parish.
Standing on the beach at Cape Cod and
looking out over the Atlantic, it was easy
to imagine the crowded ships that brought eur
family to these shores.

My family was from Wexford, just next
door to Waterford, whose maost famous son,
Thomas Francis Meagher, led an astonishing
life, crossing not fust the Atlantic but seas
around the giobe in pursuit of liberty and
prosperity for all.

Tobe a part of the Meagher Foundation
and its work to teach the history of the Irish
Tricolour and Meagher's extraordinary
contribution to the great causes of his time
and ours - freedom, equality and justice - is &
great privil

While the story of Meagher's trip to France
in 1848 and his return with the Tricolour -
uniting the Orange and the Green between
the white stripe of truce - is often told, he
crossed the Irish Sea not in search of a flag but
liberation itself.

Movements of warking people were

Meagher stood up against the Confederacy
and everything it stood for, not just with
words but with deeds, marching with the
Fighting A9th with sprigs of clover in their
hats.

My great-uncle, President John F Kennedy,
presented the brigade’s bullet-riddled banner
of the Irish Brigade during his famous trip
to Dublin in 19635. My grandfather, Robert F
Kennedy, spoke with pride of the New York
regiment as the US senator from the state.

Meagher went on to become Montana's first
governor after surviving some of the bloodiest
battles of the Civil War.

Senator Ted Kennedy, loved history and traded
stories of Meagher’s heroism with his close
friend Senator Mike Mansfield, whose statue
now stands near Meagher's at the state capital
in Helena.

As the world prepares to honour the
martyrs of the 1916 Easter Rising, it's
important to recall the names of those who
came before. Thomas Francis Meagher well
deserves his place in the pantheon of Irish
heroes. He deeply embraced the rights of man

sweeping away the old order with i
and social reforms. Meagher went to Franee
as leader of the Young Irelanders in hopes of
bringing the same revolutionary message back
to Ireland.

About the time Meagher's role in the failed
1848 Irish uprising led to a death sentence,
commutation, exile to Australia, and escape to
America, my grandfather’s great-grandfather
Patrick Kennedy was leaving New Ross in
Wexford for a new life in Boston.

Unfortunately. their paths never crossed.
Patrick died of tuberculosis in 1858, three
years before Meagher appeared at the Boston
Music Hall to urge the city’s burgeoning Irish
population to defend the union

22 THE PEOPLES FLAG

He deeply that ions toward
freedom and justice were universal - whether
among the serfs of Europe, the peasants of
Ireland, the slaves of America’s south or the
impoverished immigrants of its northern
cities.

Being Irish is not just the songs we love -
and we know how much the Kennedys love the
rebel ballads - but the canses we embrace.

And the trutl that anyone who stands
for racial equality and social justice is an
honorary member ofmeaghcr s Irish Brigade.

Massachusetts's §th district

Do 1 sy ror

ATION

2Dl? Schola.rshlp Winner Kate Lynch, from Regina Mundi School Cork mHlSchuols Ambassador
Maria Walsh, Ceann Comhairle Sean 0'Fearghail and Foundation Co-Founders Reverend Michael

Cavanagh and Senator Mark Daly

Christ King Girls School, Cork, one of seven award-winning schools receiving their award in
Leinster House, with Reverend Michael Cavanagh and Ceann Comhairle Sean 0'Fearghai

Celebrating
active citizenship
with Kerry Group

hat it means to be Irishin
the 21st Century through
active citizenship was the
theme of the 2017 Thomas
Meagher Foundation
School Awards

People living in Treland today, no longer
necessarily have the same ethnic or
cultural hackgrounds and the Foundation
is encouraging the young people of Ireland,
irrespective of ethnicity, creed or
gender to work Logc[har towards

and Scholarship Programme common goal
in Association with the Kerry ﬂg}gﬁs "As well ascc[cbratmg the
Group. flag and its origins and its
While the 2016 inaugural meanings, we asked schools to
awards focused on the SiOCHAIN also celebrate the new Irish,”

centenary of 1916 and the - = explains Senator Mark Daly.
birth of the nation, in 2017, ‘On St Patrick’s Day we
participating schools were FEwas 7 o cElebrate 70 million Irish all
being urged to turn their . :wamm;' e over the world but we must

attention towards the next 100
vears.

also remember to celebrate those
who now make Ireland their home,

Irish Independent | 7 March 2019

We must broaden
our view of what
itmeans to be

Irish in this most
challenging time
when theideas

of diversity and
acceptance and
tolerance are very
important as some
countries go down
aroute whichis far
from tolerant

Kerry Group CEO Edmond Scanlon

who may not be born in Ireland but who
consider themselves Irish.

“That is the key message about Flag Day.
We must broaden our view of what it means
to be Irish in this most challenging time
when the ideas of diversity and acceptance
and tolerance are very important as some
countries go down a route which is far from
tolerant.

“We must understand that our view of
Irishness must adapt in the same way that
Meagher spoke about an Irishness that was
inclusive rather than exclusive” he said.

The project allowed students to work
together for a shared vision of not anly
learning about the Irish flag and its message
of peace and unity but of raising funds to help
people in their locakity and wider afield.

Last year 300,000 flag badges were
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What Is
Active
Citizenship?

, ,Whm President Obama left the

'White House this year, he set up
aFoundation, ane which focuses on
develaping the next generation of citizens —
and what it means to be a good citizen in the
21st century.

"Indreams begin responsibility. And
embracing that responsibility, working
toward t, overcaming the cynics and the
naysayers and those who say “you can't-
that's what makes dreams real.

“That is something we can point to and
show our children.... Thatis something we
can teach them as they grow up together
in a new century side by side, as it has been
since our beginnings"

One of the main aims of the Thomas F
Meagher Foundation is ta promote active
citizenship in schoolchildren. By supplying
Lapel pins to schoals free of charge we are
giving them the chance to sell these pins for
2 charity or project of their choosing.

Community can be many things, your
family, and your neighbour of your school.
This community involverment is mare
important than ever in a society that is
becoming mare inwardly focused. Groups
throughout the world are seeing the benafit
and the need to promote Active Citizenship.

dispatched to 723 second level schools across
the country, which were sold by students with
the proceeds going to assist worthy causes.
“These badges represent pride, respect and

peace, respect for our communities, other
cultures and reflecting on just how far we have
come since the first tricolour was raised”” adds
Senator Daly.

To have a chance of securing one of the
seven one year university scholarships on

the 20017

at Leinster House

Thomas F Meagher

Foundation &

Kerry Group

Awards and Scholarship

J Jicyer marks the 170t anciversary
of the first flying of the flag by Thomas
F. Meagher at 33 The Mall, Waterfard,

Meagher spoke of the meaning of the flag:
“The White in the centra signifies a lasting
truce between the Orange and the Green, and
T trust that beneath its folds the hands of the
Irish Protestant and the Irish Catholic may be
clasped, in generous and heroic brotherhoad.”
We now encourage the young people of
Treland irespective of ethnicity, creed or
gender to work together under the Trish
Tricolour to prociaim and live its message of
{peace and unity and celebrate the new broader
inclusive definition of Irishness in 2018.

Flag Day 2018 March 16th
Registered schools will receive the
Foundation's fundraising pack, including

free lapel pins in English and Irish, to sell

for charities or projects of your choosing
within your school, locally, nationally and
intemnationally. We alsa encourage youto
‘hold events on the 16th of March to celebrate
Irishness inits broadest sense and what it
means tolive in Irelandin 2017,

The Thnmss F. Meagher Foundation
its Awards and i

students

offer; schools were asked to participate in
three ways:

& To promote pride and respect for the flag in
their schools and communities and to educate
students about the protocol around the flag
and its meaning

® To sell badges to support community
projects of the school's choice

® and to celebrate the New Irish.

Individual students from the winning
schools were offered a one year university
scholarship thanks to the Foundations
Education Partners; University of Limerick,
University college cork, NUI Galway, Dublin

Ci niversity, University College Dublin,
Tnmt\ College, Dublin and NUI Maynooth.

The Foundation partnered with the
Ceann Comhairle’s Office in Leinster House
which teamed up with Trocaire to launch a
Project For Africa to raise funds for a water
conservation and irrigation programme in
Tigray in Northern Ethopia.

Schools were given the option of
contributing towards the Ceann Combairle’s
Project from their funds raised.

to recognise
nave promoted pridein and respect for

the Trish Flag and its true meaning for peace
and who active citizens in their community are.
Students from registered schools are invited
to submit an entry to cur Kerry Group Awards
‘and Scholarship Programme. This year entries
«can be submittedin the in the form of a vidao,
es5ay. poem. picture or artwork on the subject
of “What it is like to live in Irelandin 2018 and
what the flag raprasents tome on this the
170th anniversary of it first being flown™

An Awards and Scholarship Presentation
lunch is held each May in Leinster House.

HOW TO ENTER

Competition Rules

1. The competition is open to all students from
registered schools wha take part in Flag
Day 2018

2. Students must enter the competition as
individuals.

3. Entries must be based on the topic "What
it is like to live in Ireland in 2018 and what
the flag represents to me on this the 170th
anniversary of it first being flown”.

Scholarship winner Kate Lynch from Regina
Mundi College, Cork

4. All entries must be emailed to info@
timfoundation ie or sent by past o Reverend
Michael Cavanagh, The Rectory, Kenmare,
County Kerry.

5. Deadlingfor entriss s Mandy Apri 22rd

Entry Format
Entries can he made in any of the following
formats:

1. Video (na longer than 2 minutes)

2. Typed Essay (no longer than 500 words)
3. Poem

4. Picture

5. Artwork

Topic

“What it is like tolive in Ireland in 2018 and
what the flag represents to me on this the
170th anniversary of it first being flown™.

Marking Scheme

1. Demanstrated knawledge of the history of
the fiag and commitment to the message of
the Meagher Foundation of Pride in, Respect
for the Flag and active citizenship including
activities you/your class/your school took
part in to celebrate Flag Day on March 16th
(40 Marks)

2. Demonstrate the Details of the money raised
by youfyour class/ your school from the
sale of the Thomas F Meagher Foundation
lapel pins and for what charity or project this
money was raised for. (20 Marks)

3. Innovation {originality of entry and
unigueness): (20 marks)

4. Qualityof entry (quality u! phmus. videos,

of essay, ove

‘20 marks
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FOURN'D AT I O N

WOULD LIKE TO THANK

JNAVILLUS ()
INAVILLUS \ A

* Ken Cairns » Neil Johnson * Peter McGahan
« Mike Carroll = Michael Keough = Tom Meagher, Chicago, USA
+ Bill and Anne Cole = Senator Tim Kennedy + Bob O'Neil
+ Tom Daly, Currans + American-Irish Legislators Society s Jolyn and Mike Schweitzer
= Noel Goggin of New York State s Mike Smith & Amy Tejral and their sons
* Thomas J. Guidera 5r., County Down + Ossie Kilkenny Finnegan & Grady Smith

(In memoriam) + Madden Family = Joe Tully
» Carl Hughes = Patrick F. McCartan Sr., Baltimore MD, » Michael Walsh
« Paul Jervis USA (In memoriam)

ONAL PARTNER

= Mational Association of Principals

LIA FARITE

+ Reverend Michael Cavanagh Church of Ireland Priest-in-Charge l . 1 l d d U
of the Kenmare and Dromod Union risn in epen ent
» Loyola Hearn 28th Canadian Ambassador to Ireland
= Packie Bonner Former Republic of Ireland Goalkeeper WORKING GROUP
« Minister Helen Conway Mouret French Minister for The Rev'd Michael Cavanagh (Chairman), Ecin Brosnan, Grace Coyle,
the Diaspora Elaine Daly, Senator Mark Daly, Dermot Healy, Enda Lynch, Eddie
» John Hayes Munster and Ireland Rugby Player Mulligan, Eamonn O' Sullivan, Jerry O'Sullivan, Tomas O'Connor,
» Congressman Joe Kennedy Ciaran Mc Mahon, Peter McGahan
» Stephanie Roche 2014 FIFA Puskads Award for the best goal of
the year nominee
« John Treacy Olympian
+ Niamh Briggs Captain of the Ladies Irish Rugby Team
s Reverend Timothy Scully Notre Dame University
* Congressman Thomas Rooney
» Mickey Ned O'Sullivan Captain of the 1975 All-Ireland Winning
Kerry team
« Colonel James P. Tierney 69th Regiment United States
of America
s Fr. Joe Mallin Son of Michael Mallin one of the 1916 leaders
= Cora Staunton 9 Times Ladies Gaelic Football All Ireland winner
» James Tobin 1st Mayor of Waterford City and County Council
= Henry Shefflin 10 Times All Ireland Hurling Medal winner
= Brian Schweitzer The 23rd Governor of Montana
+ Ambassador Kevin Vickers Canadian Ambassador to Ireland
s Congressman Brendan Boyle




